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ARCHIVABLE WEBSITES?

Why Build

“Frosted Spiders' Web” by Jess Wood under CC BY 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jess-wood-87/1756076526/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jess-wood-87/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


future users are users, too

“a connection between past and future” by Gioia De Antoniis under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jox1989/4964706072
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jox1989/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


maintain web usability

“Broken Web Connections? Welcome to 2009...” by Paul:Ritchie under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thelizardwizard/3595956498
https://www.flickr.com/photos/thelizardwizard/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


improve temporal web usability

Internet Archive: “Wayback Machine”

http://archive.org/index.php
http://web.archive.org/web/*/http:/bono.house.gov/


improve temporal web usability

Internet Archive: “Wayback Machine”

http://archive.org/index.php
http://web.archive.org/web/*/http:/house.gov/bono/


recover your lost website

“Warrick”

http://warrick.cs.odu.edu/


refer to earlier website versions

“The Iraq War: Wikipedia Historiography” by STML under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/stml/4932045976/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stml/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


institutional history

Internet Archive Wayback Machine: “Stanford University Homepage”

http://archive.org/web/
http://web.archive.org/web/19961229181022/http:/www.stanford.edu/


websites are cultural artifacts

“The World Wide Web project”

http://line-mode.cern.ch/www/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html


facilitate compliance



optimize for other crawlers

“SEO on a railway platform” by superboreen under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/superboreen/6531098157/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/superboreen/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


IMPROVE ARCHIVABILITY

How to

“metal web” by paul:74 under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/paul74/57118876/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/paul74/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


follow web standards and 

accessibility guidelines

“Web Standards Fortune Cookie” by Matt Herzberger under CC BY-SA 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mherzber/1342908660/
http://www.flickr.com/people/mherzber/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


use a site map, transparent links, 

and contiguous navigation

“Card sorting” by Manchester Library under CC BY-SA 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/manchesterlibrary/2034771121/
http://www.flickr.com/people/manchesterlibrary/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


maintain stable URLs and

redirect when necessary

“San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 1442a” by Don Barrett under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/donbrr/3974239668/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/donbrr/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


use semantically-meaningful URLs

“w63.w63.org”

http://wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.org/


be careful w/ robot exclusion rules

“drupal/robots.txt at 7.x”

https://github.com/drupal/drupal/blob/7.x/robots.txt


minimize reliance on external 

assets necessary for presentation

Internet Archive Wayback Machine: “Stanford Department of English”

http://archive.org/web/
http://web.archive.org/web/20140330181205/https:/english.stanford.edu/


minimize reliance on external 

assets necessary for presentation

“Stanford Department of English”

https://english.stanford.edu/


serve reusable assets from a 

single, common location

Google Images: “stanford university seal site:stanford.edu”

https://encrypted.google.com/imghp
https://www.google.com/search?site=imghp&tbm=isch&q=stanford+university+seal+site:stanford.edu


specify HTTP response headers for 

caching and content encoding

“time capsule on Alcatraz” by inajeep under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/inajeep/3808699/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/inajeep/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


embed metadata, especially 

character encoding

“Keep the Packaging!” by davidd under CC BY 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/puuikibeach/5796031582/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/puuikibeach/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


use durable data formats

“Lascaux cave painting” by Christine McIntosh under CC BY-ND 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/goforchris/5800023505/
http://www.flickr.com/people/goforchris/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


prefer responsive design over user-

agent personalization

“«Responsive web design» - 217/366” by Roger Ferrer Ibáñez under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rofi/7712219364
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rofi/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


examine your site in the Internet 

Archive Wayback Machine

Internet Archive Wayback Machine: “Welcome to A Multidimensional Perception ~/*\= & PCGuru”

http://archive.org/web/
http://web.archive.org/web/19961225160527/http:/www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/Heights/2151/


TOOLS AND SERVICES

Web Archiving

“giant mechanical spider & crowd” by mjtmail (tiggy) under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mjtmail/2844193230/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mjtmail/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Heritrix

Wikimedia Commons: “File:Heritrix-screenshot.png”

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Heritrix-screenshot.png


Wget

Wikimedia Commons: “File:Wget_1.13.4.png”

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wget_1.13.4.png


HTTrack

“HTTrack Website Copier”

http://www.httrack.com/


Wayback

“Internet Archive Wayback Machine”

http://archive.org/web/


Web Archiving Integration Layer

“Web Archiving Integration Layer”

http://matkelly.com/wail/


Memento

“Memento”

http://mementoweb.org/


assess archivability w/ Archive Ready

“Archive Ready”

http://archiveready.com/


thank you!

“stanford dish at sunset” by Dan under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Nicholas Taylor

ntay@stanford.edu

http://www.flickr.com/photos/comadan/2876257618/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/comadan/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
mailto:ntay@stanford.edu

