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web archiving lifecycle



curator tools

Appraisal 

and 

Selection

Scoping
Data 

Capture

Storage and 

Organization

QA and 

Analysis

Metadata / 

Description

Access

/ Use / 

Reuse

Preservation
Risk 

Management

ACT

Archive-It

AtN

BCWeb

CDL WAS

DigiBoard

Islandora

WARC 

Solution Pack

Netarchive

Suite

PageFreezer

UNT 

Nomination

Tool

WCT

http://www.bl.uk/aboutus/foi/transparency/contracts/Contract OPS8656.pdf
https://archive-it.org/
http://archivethe.net/en/
http://webarchives.cdlib.org/
http://iwaw.europarchive.org/10/IWAW2010.pdf
http://ruebot.net/content/islandora-web-archive-solution-pack-open-repositories-2013
https://sbforge.org/display/NAS/NetarchiveSuite
https://pagefreezer.com/
http://digital2.library.unt.edu/nomination/
http://webcurator.sourceforge.net/


appraisal and selection

photo by Carl de Souza under Fair Use

http://www.sfgate.com/world/article/Van-Doesburg-Ofili-at-the-Tate-Modern-Gallery-2481530.php#photo-2050270
http://www.gettyimages.com/search/2/image?artist=CARL+DE+SOUZA
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fair_use&oldid=608395612


we are few

• 70 web archiving initiatives on Wikipedia

• 313 Archive-It partners

• 33 CDL WAS subscribing institutions

WebArchivists: “Timeline”

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_Web_archiving_initiatives&oldid=606314804
https://archive-it.org/explore
http://webarchives.cdlib.org/institutions
http://www.webarchivists.org/
http://timeline.webarchivists.org/


how much archived?

“How Much of the Web Is Archived?” by Ainsworth,

AlSum, SalahEldeen, Weigle, and Nelson (2011).

79%

68%

16%

19%

http://ws-dl.blogspot.com/2011/06/2011-06-23-how-much-of-web-is-archived.html
http://www.cs.odu.edu/~sainswor/
http://www.cs.odu.edu/~aalsum/
http://www.cs.odu.edu/~hany/
http://www.cs.odu.edu/~mweigle/
http://www.cs.odu.edu/~mln/


selection determines preservation

“20130809-FS-LSC-0607” by U.S. Department of Agriculture under CC BY 2.0

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/9523626195
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


COLLECTING

Web Archive

“The Cost of Poor URL Design” by Frank Farm under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/frankfarm/3289108001
https://www.flickr.com/photos/frankfarm/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


subject expertise

Wordle: “People | Stanford University Libraries”

http://www.wordle.net/
http://library.stanford.edu/people/subject-librarians


traditional collecting

“Brilliant book storage” by brett jordan under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/x1brett/2298174882
https://www.flickr.com/photos/x1brett/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


collecting compared

traditional

• published

• one-time, up-front curation

• rivalrous, usable by a local 

service population

• comprehensive

• many copies

• purchase/license

• finite acquisition

web archives

• public

• ongoing curation

• non-rivalrous, potentially 

usable by anyone

• representative

• few copies

• permissioned/sanctioned

• contingent acquisition



how others collect

“2009 san diego comic-con: comics, still an elemental part of the con” by george ruiz under CC BY 2.0

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/koadmunkee/3789482990
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/koadmunkee/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


necessary but not sufficient

• align with organizational mission

• support research and teaching

• preserve institutional legacy

• consider history and geography



necessary but not sufficient

“In principle, the collection development policy for the 

Tamiment Library’s Web Archive parallels that of the 

Tamiment Library as a whole (labor and radicalism)”

In practice, this is complicated by (a) the enormous size 

and variety of born digital materials within Tamiment’s

collecting scope…and (c) resource restraints. Thus the 

Library will not only have to carefully appraise materials, 

but to set priorities and limitations.”
Tamiment Library: “Web Archiving Collecting Policy”

http://www.nyu.edu/library/bobst/research/tam/index.html
http://www.nyu.edu/library/bobst/research/tam/tam_web_collecting_policy_2010-09-08.pdf


what not to collect

“War of the Worlds” by 7-how-7 under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/7-how-7/1300325892
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7-how-7/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


sufficient-y

• collect within subject area

• focus on at-risk content

• collect content previously collected in print

• limit to particular types of organizations



sufficient?

• consider what others are collecting

• don't aim to be comprehensive (if you can’t be)

• complement existing strengths

• prefer current and/or unique content

• mind resource constraints

• collect publicly available content

• anticipate value to researchers

• collect content, not links to content

• target specific resource or format types

• enable designated research



thank you!

“stanford dish at sunset” by Dan under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Nicholas Taylor

ntay@stanford.edu

http://www.flickr.com/photos/comadan/2876257618/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/comadan/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
mailto:ntay@stanford.edu

