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Stanford web archiving

• selective
• self-archiving
• 3rd party content

• 7 Archive-It accounts

• Heritrix, Webrecorder

• local preservation, 
discovery, access

• program manager, 
curators, tech services 
staff, assistants

• tens of collections

• thousands of seeds
Internet Archive: “Stanford University Homepage”

https://archive.org/
http://web.archive.org/web/19961229181022/http:/www.stanford.edu/


“DO NOT DUPLICATE” by Sam UL under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Policy

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/popilop/331357312/
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/popilop/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


policy overview

• obey robots.txt + 
narrative policy 
directives

• notify of archiving + 
allow opt-out for most 
third-party content

• six-month public access 
embargo on SU-hosted 
platforms

• can skip embargo + 
notice for SU, open 
license (e.g., CC), U.S. 
FedGov content

“We apologise for any convenience - Update” 
by Alan Stanton under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/alanstanton/3967634420/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alanstanton/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


notification / permission

• inform content owners
of:
• inclusion in SU 

collections
• preservation in SDR
• access via SWAP after 

embargo
• right of opt-out

• affirmative permission 
needed to override
robots.txt or narrative 
directives preventing 
archiving

• translate when possible
“Important Notice” by R~P~M under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/34430309431/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Quality Assurance

“Honeymoon 54” by Nathan Forget under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nathanf/5999295451/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nathanf/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


quality assurance goals

• maximize impact + 
efficiency of QA efforts

• enable diverse, 
distributed, + 
approachable 
contributions

• calibrate investments in 
quality based on tool 
capabilities

“Goals” by Eric Peacock under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/evilpeacock/15772517443/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/evilpeacock/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


capture, behavior, appearance

appearancebehavior

capture

NYARC: “I. Introduction - NYARC Documentation”

http://www.nyarc.org/
http://wiki.nyarc.org/web-archiving/quality-assurance/introduction


capture, behavior, appearance

appearancebehavior

capture

NYARC: “I. Introduction - NYARC Documentation”

http://www.nyarc.org/
http://wiki.nyarc.org/web-archiving/quality-assurance/introduction


in practice

care more about…
• report data
• crawl finishing
• 4xx, 5xx, complete 

robots.txt block
• plausible duration
• plausible object counts
• scoping out extraneous 

content
• new seeds

care less about…
• visual inspection
• reviewing every capture
• appearance fidelity
• behavior fidelity
• partial content out of 

scope
• partial content blocked 

by robots.txt
• ongoing seeds



QA challenges for EAL collections

• interpreting foreign 
language page content

• social media capture
• authentication

• JavaScript

• scoping

• forum websites 
capture

• sites are ephemeral or 
change addresses Internet Archive: “Archive-It: Collection #5425”

https://archive.org/
https://partner.archive-it.org/925/collections/5425/scope


Discovery

“Press conference presso CNA via savona presentazione 
Wunderkammer 14-4-15-54” by WeMake Milano under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wemake_cc/16947788117/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wemake_cc/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


SearchWorks (online catalog)

Stanford Libraries: “SearchWorks”
Stanford Libraries:“Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching”

https://library.stanford.edu/
http://searchworks.stanford.edu/
https://library.stanford.edu/
https://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/nx147jy4801


metadata overview

• collaboration b/t:
• digital library group
• technical services
• curatorial unit

• collection + seed level 
records

• original cataloging in 
spreadsheet template

• crosswalk to MODS + 
optionally to Archive-It 
Dublin Core spreadsheet 
template

“Main Card Catalog” by Kevin Harber
under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kevharb/5466675646/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kevharb/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


metadata fields

• spreadsheet template:
• type of resource, genre, 

form, digital origin, mime 
type, “archived by” note, 
repository

• digital library group:
• druid, sourceId, 

dateCaptured, collector, 
site URL, archiving service, 
SWAP URL

• curatorial unit:
• title, creator (+ type), 

language, abstract, subject 
terms (+ type)

• technical services:
• (authorities) “i just wanna play checkers” by batintherain under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/batintherain/2648939325/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/batintherain/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


Spotlight (exhibits)

Stanford Libraries: “Browse Exhibit | Recording Civic Action in China” Stanford Libraries: “道和环境与发展研究所.”

https://library.stanford.edu/
https://exhibits.stanford.edu/chinese-ngos/browse
https://library.stanford.edu/
https://exhibits.stanford.edu/chinese-ngos/catalog/jp962hd4026


SWAP (web archive replay)

Stanford Libraries: “Stanford Web Archive Portal”

https://library.stanford.edu/
https://swap.stanford.edu/


What’s Next?

“View over Paris” by Carlos ZGZ under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/carloszgz/35492399465/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/carloszgz/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


incremental improvements

• curate + promote 
collections

• enhance metadata + 
create records

• address bugs + 
inefficiencies in 
workflows

• improve staffing for 
repository content ingest

• explore Social Feed 
Manager for social media 
capture

“Hoses at Burg Eltz” by Isaac Wedin under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/izik/3000328165/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/izik/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Questions

“Any Questions?” by Matthias Ripp under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/56218409@N03/15371262455/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/56218409@N03/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

